The present part includes the remainder of the Ducks, i.e., the Eiders, Scoters, Golden-eyes, Old-squaw, Bufile-head, Harlequin and Ruddy Duck and the Geese and Swans. In glancing through its pages we are more than ever impressed with the thoroughness of the author's work and with the vast amount of new information that has been accumulated through exploration in the arctic and subarctic regions in recent years.
One also realizes that the time will not be far distant when a work of such scope will be an impossibility for one man and our monographs of the future will have to treat only of special groups or of special sections of the country.
The accounts of the breeding of various familiar winter water fowl in their far off arctic summer homes is extremely interesting reading, while the hundred odd illustrations bring vividly to our minds the habitats of the various species. These are more varied in character than the plates of some of the earlier volumes, illustrating the birds and their haunts as well as the nests and eggs. From few other parts of the world have we had such a host of new forms of bird life described, in recent years, as from the provinces of China, a fact which has made the older works on the avifauna of the country quite out of date.
Mr. La Touche is peculiarly well equipped for the task which he has undertaken, having been a student of Chinese birds for a number of years not only in the museum but also as a field ornithologist thoroughly familiar with the country.
In a short introduction he explains that, while his first intention was to write of the birds of the whole of China, he has been compelled to limit his work to the eastern provinces--Chihli, Shantung, Kiangsu, Chekiang, Fohkien, and Kwangtung, on the coast, and Anhwei and Kiangsi--interior provinces with similar avifauna. The part of the work now before us covers ninety-five forms of the families Corvidae, Paridac, Panuridae, Sittidae, Certhiidae, Troglodytidae, Paradoxornithidae, Timaliidae and Pycnonotidae. The type is rather small so that a vast amount of information is included in the ninety-six pages. There are three half-tone plates depicting landscapes and methods of decoy hunting.
We cannot too highly recommend Mr. La Touche's book to those desiring knowledge of the birds of China or to libraries which desire standard works on the birds of various parts of the world. We wish the author all speed in completing his task, and trust that it may meet with a reception
